
 

Each issue of Goat 
Prints will feature a 
main topic with associ-
ated articles and  
checklist. 
 

We’ll also have a regu-
lar set of features, such 
as: 
 Vet Corner 
 Featured Youth 
 Member Question 
 Trivia 
 Project/Recipe 
 

* * * * * * 
This is your FREE issue. 
After this, only DGA 
members will receive the 
newsletter on a bi-
monthly basis. Member-
ship includes the color, 
email version of the 
newsletter. If you prefer 
to have your newsletter 
come via the Post Office, 
there’s an additional 
charge and newsletters 
will be printed in B&W to 
keep costs low. 
 
A membership form is 
attached. We hope you’ll 
join us and be a part of 
the future of DGA. 

WELCOME TO OUR FIRST EDITION 
 

By LeAnn Harner, Editor 

It’s official! The Dakota 
Goat Association (DGA) 
was formed to facilitate 
communication between 
ALL goat owners, regard-
less of herd size, type, or 
interest,  provide educa-
tional opportunities, sup-
port youth goat projects, 
and work to promote our 
industry. 
      The idea of an organi-
zation was tested last Oc-
tober when a quick post to 
the North Dakota Goat 
Breeders Facebook page 

asking “would you like to 
go on a tour of goat facili-

ties?” drew broad response. 33 people pre-registered for that tour just three weeks later. 
Those present discussed the need for an association to host more activities and help 
goat owners learn from each other. 
 The steering committee was composed of those willing to roll up their sleeves 
and get to work. Deb McAvoy, LeAnn Norton, Jaclyn Hollands, and Jennifer Pond,  
agreed to help me lay the foundation for something brand new to our area. While we call 
ourselves the “Dakota Goat Association,” membership is open to anyone with an in-
terest in goats - regardless of where they live. At the moment, we only plan to host 
events within our state. 
 What will DGA be doing? Education via a newsletter and we hope an annual 
conference. When the weather clears, we intend to host barn talks around the state 
with hands-on workshops for basic skills such as hoof trimming, disbudding, tattooing, 
vaccinating, drawing blood, etc. (more inside) We’ll be working with 4-H and FFA to 
assist with showmanship clinics and get the word out about local and sanctioned 
shows in the region...maybe even host some shows of our own as we grow. We’ll act 
as a communication and support system for people wanting to have semen collection, AI 
clinics, linear appraisals and other performance program type activities. 
 Our steering committee believes DGA needs to be a voice for goat owners on 
important issues. We’d love to help develop a better market or market system for 
wethers or meat goats by working with auction markets or  getting small groups of goats 
combined to make transport feasible to larger markets. 
 The Legislative Session includes a bill which would allow producers to sell raw 
milk and milk products directly to consumers. (See page 7.) This could be huge for 
supporting dairy goat herds.  We’ve already had input on the bill and will - as individuals 
- be testifying and lobbying.  
 Our activities are only limited by our membership. The more who join, the 
better we can serve. Check out our website and blog. We’d love to talk to you. 

KIDDING 

January-February, 2017 

Part of the crowd at the October, 2016 tour of 
goat facilities held in the Anamoose-Velva area. 

A publication of the Dakota Goat Association, 1583 39th St. NE, Anamoose, ND  58710 
Phone: 701-399-9700  mcavoydeborahr@live.com 

www.dakotagoats.org 



Kidding Kit 

Checklist 

 

Lots of towels 

Thermometer 

OB lube 

Plain gloves 

Sterile gloves - in 
case you need to 
pull a kid 

Chlorhexidine or  
7% Iodine - for cords 
and hooves 

Flashlight 

Headlamp 

Scissors - to shorten 
cords if necessary 

Feeding tube and 
syringe 

Syringes and nee-
dles 

Bottle and nipples 

Bulb Suction - baby 
style to suction out 
nose and mouth if 
needed 

Bo-Se 

Vitamin E capsules - 
place a small 
amount under the 
kids tongue 

Probiotics 

Nutri-drench 

Drenching gun 

LA 200 

Ketone sticks - to 
check for ketosis 

Propylene glycol - 
treats ketosis 

CMPK for toxemia 

2 plastic trash bags 

A sturdy bag or box 
to place all of the 
above into. 

KIDDING AROUND 
By Amanda Long, Research Assistant, 

NDSU Hettinger Research Extension 
Center and Dept. of Animal Sciences 

When I first got into breeding 
goats, I had a bunch of questions. 
It seems like every year I have 
something odd or abnormal hap-
pen on my farm, and I only have a 
few does kidding every year! I can 
only imagine the hysteria at an 
operation with multiple does kid-
ding in one day. However, in my 
years of quote “winging it” (with a 
vet on standby) I have admittedly 

learned a lot. This article will walk through the basics to getting prepared for the kid-
ding season, determining pregnancy, and knowing when to assist with delivery.  

After the does have been bred, there are some questions to ask yourself be-
fore proceeding. Where will the does drop their kids? Will they be dam raised or bot-
tle fed? Is there a game plan for any dystocia? Preparation of both farm supplies and 
the does themselves can save you from the worry and last minute scrambling.  

To prep the does for kidding, monitor their body condition score and change 
feed accordingly. Evaluating their body condition score should be done at least one 
month in advance of parturition to make sure there is adequate time to provide sup-
plementary feed. Keep in mind overweight does can also experience dystocia and 
milk fever. However, keep the very best forage (2

nd
 cutting alfalfa if possible) for after 

the does kid. The first month of lactation is a time of high nutrient need for a doe, es-
pecially when nursing multiple kids.  

Prepare an area for the does to socialize with their kids. This area need only 
be used for a few days after a doe kids. This time is for the doe and her kids to get to 
know each other by smell and sound on a one on one basis. These pens should be 
well bedded with straw and lack drafts.  

Next is to prepare a “kidding kit”. This kit should include everything you may 
possibly need the day of kidding, so you won’t have to go searching. The basics of 
the kit are hand sanitizer, gloves, towels for drying kids, paper towels or bulb syringe 
for clearing the nose, a thermometer, flashlights, halters, etc. You will need sharp 
scissors for trimming umbilical cords if necessary, a hemostat in case of unstoppable 
bleeding, dental floss for tying off umbilical cords if needed, 7% tincture iodine for 
dipping navels and something to dip the navels in. I use a teat dipper for my naval 
dip. 7% tincture iodine can be obtained from your veterinarian or a farm supply store. 

Other tools to include in your kit help you with assisting the dam during kid-
ding. It is important to keep yourself clean and prevent contamination of the uterine 
environment.  Shoulder length obstetrical gloves will help with this and a Betadine 
scrub to keep yourself and the doe sterile.  At least 2 large bottles of lubricant should 
be included as well. Another helpful tool for your kidding kit is a laminated instruction 
sheet on how to correct a mis-presented kid or even simply a checklist for labor 
signs. Finally, be sure you have your vet on speed dial in case something happens 
that you cannot correct. 

In the weeks leading up to kidding, there are a few signs you may notice. 
Does should bag up 1-6 weeks before kidding. However, first fresheners may not bag 
up until after they kid. Another sign is loosening of the muscles around the tail head, 
typically 2-3 weeks before kidding. Does will react differently to oncoming parturition, 
so it is good to know the dates your does were bred to know the correct timeframe.  

One or two days prior to labor, does will appear restless, lie down, and paw 
at the ground. After this the doe will expel a mucous discharge from the vulva. When 
labor begins, the doe’s tail will stand up and she may bleat continuously. The verte-
brae around the tail head will look like they are standing out.  It takes 4 hours for the 
cervix to dilate then about 1 hour to complete delivery. After the water sac breaks, the 
doe should deliver within the hour. 

continued next page 
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Courtesy of Storey’s Guide to Raising Miniature Livestock 

Kidding, continued…. 
 

How do we know 
when to intervene? Most does 
will kid with no problems and 
intervention is not needed. 
However, it is good to be pre-
pared in case something hap-
pens and you need to step in. 
A good rule of thumb is to wait 
over a half hour from the start 
of pushing before deciding if assistance is needed. If the doe has been pushing hard 
unsuccessfully that long there is usually something wrong. Take a look at the image  
above. The image shows the 2 normal positions a kid may take during parturition. If 
the kid presents a different position, such as head only and no feet, the doe may 
have issues getting it out. A breech birth is common mis-position, presenting the 

hindquarters only with no feet, shown on the left.   
In the instance of a breech birth, it is unlikely the kid 
will come out on its own. To assist the doe, gently 
make your way down the underside of the kid with your 
hand. Once you have found the fetlock, bend it up and 
out towards you. Using a rope or snare, keep the foot 
out while you go find the other foot. If you feel you 
need to lightly pull the kid, only pull with contractions. 
Do not force the kid out, or you may tear the does birth 
canal or harm the kid. 
This is just one of the ways the kid could be positioned, 

but it is arguably the most difficult. If you feel like you are unable to manipulate a kid, 
call the veterinarian immediately. Also, if you cannot get past the vagina, the cervix 
may not be fully dilated, even though the doe is pushing. This also requires the assis-
tance of your veterinarian and may be cause for a C-section. After a kid has been 
delivered, check to be sure they are breathing. Clear the nostril of any fluids. If the kid 
is still not breathing, grip between the hock and pastern of the kid’s hind legs. Support 
the neck with the other hand, then swing the kid in an arc to jump-start breathing. 

Again, always keep your veterinarian close and feel free to ask them ques-
tions before kidding season starts. Kidding time can be both joyful and terrifying, but 
by being ready for anything you can make the experience a little less daunting.  
 

About the author: 
Amanda Long is an animal science master’s student at North Dakota 
State University under Dr. Chris Schauer and Dr. Travis Hoffman. 
Her research is a dual-project focusing on the effect of flaxseed sup-
plementation on both conception in ewes and semen quality in rams 
at the Hettinger Research Extension Center in Hettinger, ND. Aman-
da is from Brodhead, WI and runs a small herd of registered Saanen 
dairy goats at her home farm. The farm is a self-starter and empha-
sizing genetics and nutrition. She currently shows at the state level 
and plans to show nationally in the future. 
 

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *     
.GOAT FACILITY TOUR HELD 

 October 22nd, Deb and Martin McAvoy of Celtic Winds Farm, Marla and 
Monte Countess from Heart’s in Dixie/Countess Farms, and Christi and Troy Bragg of 
C-T Windfarm Goats hosted a day long tour of their operations, stretching from Ana-
moose to Velva. Participants were able to see the goats, housing, feeders, and all 
types of equipment. They learned about the management philosophies of each oper-
ation and had a chance to sample several goats products. 
 If you would be interested in hosting such a tour this summer or next fall, 
contact one of the Steering Committee members. We’ll try to put together a group in 
your area and help with planning and publicity. It’s a great way to meet goat folks. 

Courtesy of New Zealand Digital Library 

MEMBER 

QUESTION 

      
Each issue, we’ll ask 
our members a ques-
tion. and print a sam-
pling of the responses 
in the next newsletter or 
use them on our web-
site. 
 
QUESTION FOR NEXT 
ISSUE:  
 

What activities/
programs would you 
like the DGA to offer? 
 

Send your answers to 
LeAnn Norton at 
leann.norton@ 
yahoo.com 
by March 1st.  
 
 

 
 

TRIVIA 
By LeAnn Norton 

1. What is the scientific 
name for a goat? 

2. What purposes can 
you use a goat for?  

3. What is the name of 
a intact (breeding) 
male goat, a castrat-
ed male goat, a fe-
male goat, and a 
baby goat?  

4. How many days is a 
goat pregnant (on 
average)? 

5. Name 4 different 
types of cheese that 
can be made from 
goat milk.  

 

Answers are on page 5. 
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MEMBER 

QUESTION 

 
The question for the first issue 
was directed at our Steering 
Committee:  
 

What’s your favorite 
kidding tip? 
 
“When you have to assist with 
a birth, sometimes it’s easier 
to slightly twist the kid to ease 
it out of the doe….rather like 
pulling a cork out of a bottle. If 
you have a helper, sometimes 
it may be easier to move the 
doe from one side to another 
rather than twisting the kid.”  

LeAnn Harner 
 

”Cold newborns are always a 
challenge. Here is what works 
for me - take the kid to the 
house and submerge into 
warm water up to their 
neck until the mucus mem-
brane in their mouth is pink 
and warm. Then thoroughly 
dry the baby with a hair dryer 
and towels. We also adminis-
ter Bo-Se SQ and a little Vita-
min E gel under their 
tongue. Feed warm colostrum 
when stable.”   

Deb McAvoy 
 

“To encourage nursing, add-
ing powdered milk replacer or 
sugar to the tip of the teat can 
encourage the kid to latch on. 
They are drawn to sweet sub-
stances. This works especially 
well for bottle kids testing new 
nipples that taste like rubber.”   

LeAnn Norton 
     

VET COMMENTS - Dr. Gerald Stokka 

New Livestock Medication Rules Take Effect  
Understand the VFD 

 Livestock producers must become familiar with a new 
directive regulating certain medications that can be added to 
the animals’ feed, according to Gerald Stokka, North Dakota State University 
Extension Service veterinarian and livestock stewardship specialist. The FDA’s 
veterinary feed directive (VFD) regulations went into effect January 1, 2017. 
 “This means that any feed additive medication used for livestock 
that contains an antibiotic considered to be medically important will need 
to be accompanied by a veterinary feed directive order,” Stokka says. “The 
order is a written or electronic order from a veterinarian to a producer and feed 
distributor. The order grants permission to purchase and use a particular feed 
additive medication in accordance with label directions as listed on the order.” 
 He stresses that feed additive medications with VFD status must be 
used specifically as stated on the label. Every label will have a claim that the 
medication has one of three purposes: treatment, control or prevention. Combi-
nation feed additive medications that contain more than one medication may 
have more than one claim.   
 “The veterinarian will not grant permission to change the dosage rate or 
the indication/reason, such as using the drug for the control of infectious foot-
rot,” Stokka says.  
 The rule was created to limit the use of medically important antibi-
otics in livestock to medications considered necessary for animal health. 
The regulations do not apply to feed additives for food production purposes, 
such as to enhance growth or improve feed efficiency. 
 Medically important antibiotics refers to those that are used in live-
stock but also are used in the treatment of human bacterial diseases. For 
example, tetracyclines have been used in livestock feed for more than 50 years. 
 “While these compounds traditionally have been sold as over-the-
counter products, on January 1 they transition to the veterinary feed directive 
status,” Stokka says. 
 He advises producers to check with their veterinarian, nutritionist and/or 
feed dealers about which products will be impacted by the new directive. 
 “If any of these products have been used in previous years and will be 
needed in the future, producers must make sure they have a working relation-
ship with their veterinarian,” Stokka says. 
 This working relationship is known as a veterinary client patient rela-
tionship, or VCPR. The practical meaning of the VCPR is that the veterinarian 
must have been on the producer’s operation and be familiar with the type of 
operation and the producer’s capabilities. 
 The VFD and use of these products in cattle, swine, and poultry differs 
slightly from the use in sheep and goats.  The use in minor species of which 
according to the FDA (Food and Drug administration) includes both sheep 
and goats, gives some additional flexibility to the veterinarian to write the 
VFD.  This is due to the lack of label claims for minor species.  Your veterinarian 
will have the authority to write a VFD for a different use, but only when the non-
use is considered to threatening to the life and well-being of the herd. 
 If a producer does not use a veterinarian in a consulting or service pro-
vider capacity, the producer will have to establish this relationship. Without vet-
erinary involvement in the operations, producers will not be able to purchase 
and use specific feed additive medications legally. Without this relationship, 
producers also will not be able to purchase and use prescription products, 
such as injectable antibiotics. 
 A single operation may have a number of veterinarians the producer 
considers to be an important component of his or her operation. The more you 
seek advice and utilize the services of a veterinarian, the stronger the VCPR 
relationship. In some livestock operations, this may be a formal documented 
relationship. 
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TRIVIA 
ANSWERS 
 
1. Caprine 

2.  Goats may be used for a 
variety of purposes such as 
food, transportation, fiber 
products, milk and milk 
products, clothing, com-
panionship, or pack ani-
mals.  

3. An intact male adult goat is 
a buck. A castrated male 
goat is a wether 
(pronounced “weather”). A 
female adult goat is a doe. 
A goat baby is called either 
a kid, or a buckling/doeling, 
depending on their gen-
der. NOTE: Although many 
people refer to adult males 
as “billies” and adult fe-
males as “nannies,” those 
are old-fashioned terms not 
preferred by registries and 
industry professionals. 

4. Around 150 days for stand-
ard sized breeds and 145 
days for mini breeds.  

5. The cheese most common-
ly referred to as “goat 
cheese” is chèvre, but most 
types of cheese can be 
made from goat milk. Some 
of the more popular ones 
are: ricotta, feta, mozzarel-
la, brie, cheddar, halloumi, 
camembert, manchego and 

blue cheese.  

FEATURED YOUTH - Addie Christensen 
 
 My name is Addie Christensen, I am 11 
years old and live in Ibsen Township in Richland 
County. I have three Nigerian Dwarf Goats.  I re-
ceived the two older ones as a Christmas present 
from Spencer and Jaclyn Hollands. I named them 
George and Charlie Brown. I had to wait until 
March for them to come to my farm, because they 
were too young to leave their moms. The third 
came to live with us around the Fourth of July, 
because its mother had abandoned him. I named 
him Leroy.   
 While I waited for Charlie Brown and 
George to come and live with us, I checked out 
books at the library and my mom & I read articles 
on the internet about how to care for them. We 
also spent time at Spencer and Jaclyn’s Hobby 
Farm where they showed us how to properly care 
for goats.  
 I love spending time with my goats, and I 
love to walk with them around my farm. Last 
spring and summer, I began training Charlie 
Brown to show at 4-H Achievement Days.  An 
extension office agent came out to the farm and 
taught me what I needed to do in order to show my 
goat. We also watched videos about goat showing 

competition from the 4-H Ex-
tension office on YouTube. I 
worked with Charlie Brown 
every day. Finally Achieve-
ment Days arrived. While 
showing, I had to hold Charlie 
by his collar and lead him 
around the rink. While the 
judge talked to me I had to 
keep Charlie Brown still and 
make sure he had good pos-
ture. I was excited when Char-
lie placed Grand Champion in 
both the goat and showman-
ship categories.  
 I love my goats be-
cause they are hilarious and 
cuddly. I enjoy feeding, walk-
ing, and brushing them. They 
have taught me responsibility 
and patience. Leroy, George 
and Charlie Brown have made 
a perfect addition to our family. 

 
Do you know a youth who would like to write about their goats? Let us know. For 

the next issue, we’re looking for a youth who has meat goats. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * 
 

How do you like what you’ve been reading? 
Join DGA and receive 6 issues per year. 

Purchase a gift membership for a goat friend/4-H member. 
Be sure and tell others about DGA. 

Addie & Charlie Brown  
Richland County 4-H 
Achievement Days 

Christensen Family: Kyle & Charlie Brown 
Tertia & Leroy, Addie & George 
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About the author: 
 
Lydia R. Gessele operates 
Proverbs 31 Farm on the 
same farm where she was 
raised. She and her children 
raise goats, chickens, ducks, 
geese and wrangles cats for 
the entertainment of her chil-
dren and the dismay of  
rodents.  She homeschools 
her children, raises a market 
garden, bakes for market, en-
joys spinning, weaving, knit-
ting, crocheting, naalbinding, 
soapmaking, baking, embroi-
dery and teaches classes in 
all of her hobbies. 
 
 
 

 

Do you like to do it 
yourself? 
 
In each issue, we plan to fea-
ture either a recipe using goat 
products or a project that you 
might wish to do yourself. 
 
If you’d like to submit an idea 
for a recipe or project, please 
contact LeAnn Harner at 
goat@harnerfarm.net. 

PROJECT CORNER  
Kid Coats 

By Lydia R. Gessele 

I know many people were having their kids earlier in the 
year, but I knew that early spring was going to be the 
right time for us and it should be a bit warmer then, 
right? Nope! After all we live in ND and it can still be 

pretty cold all the way into the end of May and babies need warmth. So we were 
going to have to figure out a way to keep these little kids warm. Some people 
bring them into their homes and feed while they are small and others set up 
warming boxes in their barns with heat lamps. We were not going to have them in 

the house and electric was 
going to be a limited option, 
so I started looking for the 
next best thing to keep their 
little bodies warm. I knew 
people who use coats to cov-
er their sheep to keep the 
wool nice and clean and I 
figured there must be some-
thing out there that would 
work to keep babies warm in 
a similar way.    
          Last January I started 
searching for goat coats and 
found there wasn’t a great 
deal of info out there on them 

as far as making your own. You can find some places that sell them, but I didn’t 
want to buy several different sizes as they grew, but one that would grow with 
them.   

I was finally successful in find-
ing what I was looking for when I found 
the site Must Love Goats (https://
mustlovegoats.wordpress.com/). They 
had everything we needed; a detailed 
tutorial on how to create the coats and 
information on the pattern. Now that I 
had the information I was looking for, it 
was time to get all the materials togeth-
er. I had lots of denim on hand that I 
was saving for making more denim 
quilts and I knew that would make a 
nice durable outer covering. The inside 
or liner needed to be warm and after a 
quick trip to town I had some fleece.  For 
the neck and band around the belly I found t-shirts that were too small around the 
house and used them.  I have always believed that it is best to use what you have 
on hand. These were very easy to put together and worked really well. 

The coats cover the whole body of the goat kids and can be laundered 
very easily to boot. You just change them out every couple of days as they get 
soiled and toss them into your washing machine and then dryer and they are 
ready for use again. We knew we had the probability of having from 4 to 5 kids so 
we prepared to make 10 coats, but we got going we finished up with 20 coats cut 
and ready to sew.  Once I ran out of denim for the outer shell we pulled out some 
heavy flannel and started using that. Both material combos were able to keep the 
baby goats warm and washed well. This year I won’t have to worry about cold 
babies which is one less worry off a person’s shoulders. 

I pray everyone has a great season with kidding and that this idea gives 
you another item in your arsenal to keep those babies warm, happy and healthy 
this year. 

The top photo shows the shell of the coat with 
the liner and neck sewed in. The jersey materi-

al makes them easy to pull over their little 
heads to put on and take off. 

This photo shows the belly strap that 
can be adjusted as they grow.  
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RAW MILK BILL PROPOSED 
 

By LeAnn Harner 

A bill to allow direct sales of raw milk and milk products from pro-
ducers to consumers has been introduced in the ND House of Rep-
resentatives. Passage of HB 1433, nicknamed the “Food Freedom 
Act” by proponents, will change food laws to allow access to 
farm products unless regulated by the Federal government as 
long as the product is intended for home use and not resale. 

 Sales may take place on the farm, at a farmers market, roadside stand 
or via delivery – so most any place outside of a retail establishment. Almost any 
type of farm product would be allowed except for red meat, which is regulated by 
USDA. Additionally, foods made from farm product other than meat can be 
cooked in home kitchens and sold to consumers. Thanks to help from the Farm-
To-Consumer Legal Defense Fund, DGA was able to assist in drafting the bill. 
 Poultry producers are still limited to 1,000 birds or less under the pro-
posal, but home-grown poultry can be used for items such as soup or chili. 
 The legislation contains “buyer beware” language that places liability for 
handling and care of the product with the consumer once the transaction takes 
place. Consumers may only use the food for their families or employees and may 
not sell the food directly or charge anyone for eating the food item. 
 Producers are responsible for informing consumers that the product has 
not been certified, labeled, licensed, regulated or inspected and may have been 
created in a home kitchen. Producers are still liable for negligence or mishan-
dling prior to the sale, so watching cleanliness, temperatures and withhold times 
on medications is crucial.  
 The legislation does not replace the goat share law already in place. Pro-
ducers wishing to continue their share program may do so. If passed, the bill 
will not take effect until August 1, 2017. 
 The legislation’s chief sponsor is Representative Luke Simons from Dick-
inson. Co-sponsoring the bill are Representatives Rick C. Becker, Daniel John-
ston, Dwight Kiefert, Ben Koppelman, Jeffery Magrum, Christopher Olson, Mike 
Schatz, Nathan Toman and Senators Jordan Kannianen and Oley Larsen. 
 Full text of HB 1433 is available online at: 
 http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0559-02000.pdf 
 
 

How To Contact Your Legislators 
 The Legislature’s website is: http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017. 
There you’ll see a complete list of legislators, committee agendas, full list of bills 
(including the entire text) and even see video and audio from the session. 
 By clicking on an individual legislator’s listing, you’ll find an email ad-
dress. Legislators do read and count emails, but they receive thousands, so be 
concise. Be sure to send your email to one legislator at a time, or your email 
may end up in spam. Make sure to put the bill number in the subject line of 
your email and let them know if you support or oppose the legislation. For exam-
ple – the subject line of my emails will say, “Support HB 1433- the Food Freedom 
bill.” Then if a legislator only glances at the email – they’ll still know which bill I’m 
supporting and the basic subject matter.  
 Sign your email with your full name and a phone number and city. That 
helps your email stand out from the crowd. It also helps the legislator see if 
they’re getting contacts from across the state or just certain areas. Be respectful 
with your communication. Unless you know the person very well, address them 
as Representative or Senator. 
 If you don’t know your legislators, there’s a simple link on the site to look 
them up. You can call legislators, but unless you have their cell phone number, 
it’s very hard to reach them. A regular letter makes a big impact. Many communi-
ties host coffee with legislators on Saturday in hometown cafes. 
 Legislators appreciate hearing from the public and especially their con-
stituents. You can have an impact on the outcome of the session.  Together, we 
can make a difference. If you have questions, contact LeAnn Harner from the 
Steering Committee. More information is available at www.dakotagoats.org. 

Apathy allows rights to die.  Freedom takes work! 

Free Webinars for 
Dairy Goat Owners 

 

By Deb McAvoy 

“ADGA Genetics” on Face-
book is hosting a series of free 
webinars to help you under-
stand the available data and 
genetic tests from ADGA.  
Gene Dershewitz, the owner 
of www.adgagenetics.org, 
hosts the webinars. He’ll show 
you how to utilize the various 
sorting and planning tools, 
explain casein testing and an-
swer your questions. 
 
The webinars are set for Sun-
day evenings and started Jan-
uary 15th. 
 
I use www.adgagenetics.org  
to plan all my breedings by 
looking at trait type and pro-
duction numbers to determine 
the best choices to help me 
meet my goals. This free site 
links data from ADGA and 
CDCB, so you can find both 
linear appraisal and milk rec-
ords along with the pedigree.  
Pedigrees, PTI/ETA, produc-
tion and type data are some of 
the many tools available.  
 
Gene is a master of compiling 
data in a meaningful way, and 
helping those of us less gifted 
to understand and manage 
the data. The information 
helps breeders make mean-
ingful decisions regarding 
herd management. I have 
found this to be an invaluable 
resource. I highly recommend 
that you give this site a try! 
 

  

 

While the above article refer-
ences a program and website 
for dairy goat owners, we’re 
happy to publicize that same 
information for other types of 
goats. If you belong to an-
other goat association and 
are willing to help share 
their programs, please let 
us know. 
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Steering Committee 
Members 
 
Contact any of these members 
if you’d like more information or 
to volunteer. 

 
LeAnn Harner, Mandan 
Chairperson 
Cell: 701-667-4185  
goat@harnerfarm.net 
 
 
Deb McAvoy, Anamoose 
Secretary 
Cell: 701-399-9700 
mcavoydeborahr@live.com 
 
 
LeAnn Norton, Fargo 
Treasurer 
Cell: 701-436-6514 
leann.norton@yahoo.com 
 
 
Jaclyn Hollands, Mapleton 
Cell:  701-640-1916 
thehappyhobby-
farm@gmail.com 
 
 
Jennifer Pond, Bowman 
Cell:  701-523-2238 
jpondoils@gmail.com 
 
We are seeking someone 
willing to help DGA work 
more closely with the meat 
goat industry. If you’re willing 
to assist, please contact a 
steering committee member. 
 
Watch for updates at: 
www.dakotagoats.org 
 (Don’t forget our blog.) 
 
“North Dakota Goat 
Breeders” on Facebook 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS - Barn Talks 
By Jaclyn Hollands 

One of our goals for the Dakota Goat Association is to provide a variety 
of educational opportunities. I am a firm believer in hands-on education; after all, 
that is how I learn!  So the DGA will offer “Barn Talks” at various locations 
around the state. 

What’s a “Barn Talk?” Someone with a few goats and some space 
hosts. Either that person or other goat people in the area volunteer to do infor-
mal presentations or actual demos on things like kidding, disbudding, shots, test-
ing, tattooing and all things related to goat maintenance. The program will vary 
depending on the host farm and attendee questions. Yes, we want you to ask 
questions! It’s a chance for goat people to get together and learn from each oth-
er. Wonder why a person selected a particular breed? Ask! 

DGA is looking for host farms and presenters from around the state so 
no one has to travel far. I’ll host an event just outside of Casselton, ND in early 
May. I have a small herd of Nigerian Dwarfs and should be bustling with new 
kids. If you’re interested in hosting an event this spring - or are willing to 
do a demo at an event in your area, please contact a Steering Committee 
member to help get it scheduled. We’re hoping for an early thaw, so we can get 
started as quickly as possible, but understand that in some places, we might not 
be able to get into yards until after the kids are already disbudded, banded and 
tattooed. That’s okay. We’ll find something else to discuss. Topic suggestions 
are also welcome, after all this is your organization! 
 Be sure to watch www.dakotagoats.org and the North Dakota Goat 
Breeders Facebook page for the schedule locations.    

 

 
MEET THE STEERING COMMITTEE 

By LeAnn Harner 

Deb McAvoy, Anamoose – Deb has registered Nubians and participates 
in the ADGA performance programs (linear appraisal and DHIA milk testing). 
She sells goat shares and is familiar with the regulations on selling both dairy 
products and meat. Deb brings a lot of goat knowledge and professionalism to 
the committee and is looking forward to the time when we can host a confer-
ence. She’s constantly sharing educational opportunities and checking speakers. 

LeAnn Norton, Fargo – LeAnn is a nursing student at NDSU and just 
moving from owning mostly pet goats to developing a more serious dairy herd as 
she learns about pedigrees and performance. She brings the fresh perspective 
of what a newbie needs to know as well as a willing set of hands no matter the 
task. She already helped with a couple of goat events, including cleaning up af-
terwards – the sign of a true volunteer.  

Jennifer Pond, Bowman – Jennifer is no stranger to people with meat 
goats across the state and has worked for several years to try to bring goat folks 
together. In 2010 she led the ADGA & USBGA show in Bowman (which included 
several educational presentations), then worked on the succeeding shows in 
Baker, MT and Park River, ND. She’s had Boers since 2005 and has added a 
few dairy does as well. Jennifer is interested in marketing goats and caprine 
products. 

Jaclyn Hollands, Mapleton – Jaclyn is a fairly new owner of Nigerian 
Dwarfs, though she doesn’t consider herself a milker – yet! (That’s a future goal.) 
She’s employed with Forum Communications and travels ND helping Forum’s 
sales force communicate their digital products to Forum customers. So she’s 
working closely with AgWeek, Northland Outdoors, and the eastern ND newspa-
pers. She’s most interested in educational opportunities. 

LeAnn Harner, Mandan – In case you don’t know me, I’ve had regis-
tered Nubian goats since 2010. Our goats were intended as home milkers, but 
then I wanted to keep a couple of kids – and you can guess the rest. I’ve been 
involved in ADGA Linear Appraisal since 2012 and on milk test since 2015. I 
have over 30 years professional experience in the association management 
world, so pulling together a new group is challenging, but still familiar territory.  8 
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2017 Membership Form 
1583 39th St. NE 

Anamoose, ND  58710 
Phone: 701-399-9700 

mcavoydeborahr@live.com 

www.dakotagoats.org 
 

Please complete the form and mail 
with a check to the address above. 

 
 

Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________   State: ____  Zipcode: __________________
  
Phone:  ________________________  Email: ____________________________________ 
 
Website: _______________________ ________________________________________________ 
 
Facebook Page: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Breed(s) Owned: _________________________________________________________________ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
Check one of the options below:  
 
____  I give permission for the above information to be placed on the DGA online directory. 
 (We will exclude your mailing address to help prevent unannounced visits.) 
 
_____ I prefer NOT to be listed in the online directory. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
____ $20—Individual Membership - Includes email newsletter, 1 directory listing and 1 vote on  
 any issues presented to the membership. An individual membership is required for anyone  
 wishing to serve on the Board or chair a committee. 
 
____ $20—Family/Farm Membership - Includes email newsletter, 1 directory listing, 1 vote on  
 any issues presented to the membership. 
 
____ $10—Printed Newsletter - If you prefer a B&W printed copy of the newsletter mailed to you  
 instead of the email version, there is an additional annual charge for printing and postage. 
 
____ $???- Donation - Any extra contributions would be appreciated to help us get started. All 
 donations will be acknowledged in the newsletter. 
————— 

 
_____ = TOTAL ENCLOSED - Please make checks payable to the Dakota Goat Association. 

Membership is good for calendar year 2017. 
_____ Check Number 
_____ Cash     
_____ Gift   
   

If this membership is a gift, the membership information above 

should list the recipient’s name and information. 


